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About Us

K

aimanawa Heritage Horses is a non-profit charitable society run by a volunteer
group of passionate horse people, dedicated to the care and welfare of Kaimanawa
horses in both the wild and domestic environments.

About Our Cover
Photographer: Kimber Brown
©2014 Kimber Brown
Visit www.pipiart.co.nz to see more of
Kimber’s photos from the ranges trip
and to purchase prints.

We are advocates for the horses and work closely with the Department of Conservation
and other interested groups on the welfare and future of the Kaimanawa horses in the
wild. Prior to each muster we search for suitable homes and complete home checks to
place as many horses as possible. We actively support our members and their domestic
Kaimanawa horses through our welfare team, area representatives, magazine, education
and training, Annual Shows, and Ribbon Days.
Our members’ generosity, through membership and donations, is our primary funding
source.
You can follow us online:
Website:		
Facebook:
Twitter:		
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www.facebook.com/KaimanawaHeritageHorses
@kaimanawa (twitter.com/kaimanawa)

From the Chair
Early in the year we had our
National Show and held it in association
with the Franklin A&P Show. This proved
to be a better way of doing it, with many
more people seeing these great horses at
their best.
Soon after this we went to Horse of the
Year, not with horses, but with all of our
merchandise and promotion material to
do a trial for next years Stallion Challenge
competition. This event is going to be the
largest undertaking we have done to date.
Then it was the Muster, which after a
couple of date changes got underway.
Again we would like to thank all of those
who so generously gave of time and money
to enable us to carry this out. A record
number of horses were placed, and in
general it was a great result.
The number of horses we have had to
uplift this year has been a little concerning
– but not unexpected given the greater
number of horses that have been placed
from the recent musters. These horses are
all being cared for by a few of our group,
and this has been an expensive exercise.
We are now in a position of getting these
horses worked on and finding new homes
for them. As there is no muster next year,
we hope to place these horses after they are
brought ‘up to speed’. If you missed out
on getting a horse from the muster, please
contact us to find out about the horses we
have available.
Next on the calendar was our Stallion
Challenge at Equidays. Words cannot
describe how successful this was — far
above our expectations. The trainees and
their horses not only blew us away, but
thousands of spectators are still talking
about it.
Then our Ranges trip, also a great success
with a record number of people attending.

In all, around
340 people saw
the horses and
nearly 100 stayed
overnight for the
BBQ. We were
very lucky to see
around 80 horses
each day including
a lot of foals. Their
condition looked
great and they
appeared to have
plenty of feed.
Your Committee
has worked very
hard with all the
extra work that the
Stallion Challenge
has created,
and now we are
preparing for Horse
of the Year and
our National Show
again soon.

©2014 Kimber Brown

A

nother year has nearly passed and
what a year it has been for KHH.

The Committee’s
Elder riding Tommy Waara’s TeOne
latest purchase
is specially
For those that haven’t purchased the 2015
designed trailer
Calendar you will need to be in soon as for
from Thoroughbred Floats to hold our
the first time it looks as if we will sell out.
merchandise. It will enable us to get
We had these at Equidays and the Ranges
out more, spread the word about the
Trip, as well as on our website.
Kaimanawas and what we do, and sell our
merchandise.
Marilyn and I for the first time took a
mare and foal from the Muster and what
an experience this has been. A very skinny
mare arrived with one of the youngest
foals, and now they are looking great. The
mare arrived looking like an ugly duckling,
but has transformed into a beautiful
looking horse. The horses may in some
cases seem to be the winners, but from our
perspective we are the ones that are the
luckiest.

That’s all from me, have a fantastic Xmas
and New Year, keep safe and loving the
great Kaimanawa Horses.

Elder Jenks
Aniwell® of Robin Pharmaceuticals
Ltd
RD 4 Rotorua 3074
NEW ZEALAND
TEL: +64 7 3624643
samantha@robinpharma.com
www.aniwell-nz.com

!

!

Antibacterial wound protection cream and total sunblock for all animals.
!
The First Aid and Sun Block Choice for Your Horse!
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Kaimanawa Krazy

A

lot has happened here since sixteen
wild Kaimanawa Ponies arrived
straight from muster in May of this
year. Five ponies have headed off to their
homes after spending a little time here
being handled. Beautiful Koha made the
trip all the way South to Dunedin. Big trip
for a horse just mustered out of the wild 40
days before.
The six mares and five foals that are
staying here for a while until we find
forever homes for them have all had some
handling. With Beauty, the mother of
‘Spirit of Kaimanawa’ (aka. The Brat),
having been started under saddle, they
undertook the big trip north to Equidays
in October to meet their public. Both
handled being in the limelight like they
had been doing it all their lives. Those of
you who were at Equidays would have
seen all Stallion Challenges doing just the
same. These ponies are just amazing. Since
Equidays they have both been turned out
to be horses for a bit. The Brat is running
with the four older foals (actually yearlings
now) and she is loving the time being in a
herd situation.
And now the other mares are all foaling –
what a special time of year this is. Bossy
Bossy and Lunar
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foaled in early September. Bossy had
limited handling due to her very large
tummy right from the day she arrived
off the truck from the muster. She is
in a photo taken in July 2013 with
a little foal in the snow, and used on
the front cover of Horse & Pony. We
were concerned she may foal early and
didn’t want to put her under any more
stress. But she held out to the 10th of
September and had a lovely big colt foal
we have called Lunar.
Misty, the big grey mare (she stands at
15.2hh), had a lovely little filly foal we
have called Twister, about 2 weeks after
Bossy.
Podge, the smaller bay mare, surprised us
one night by foaling without us knowing
she was that close. Luck was on our side
as she had a sweet little colt foal galloping
around her paddock when we went out in
the morning. He has an ‘L’ in the centre
of his forehead and so he has been called
Little Legend. Podge is quite a shy mare,
but Little Legend is already showing his
cheeky inquisitive nature.
So we had three foals by the end of
September.

Missy and Twister
Then on the 23rd of October, the long
awaited foal arrived. Tanesha, my daughter,
had picked out her own mare right
from the day they arrived. A pretty little
chestnut with flaxen white mane and tail.
She is only a young mare, 2½ rising 3–
years old. And we waited for over a month
for her to foal. She finally foaled a perfect
little chestnut filly exactly like her mum.
So that only leaves Shy Girl to foal now.
She has a very large belly but is potentially
still a way off foaling. Shy Girl was the
most terrified of all the horses from the
muster to arrive at our place. She struggled
Rusty and Ziggy

Podge and Little Legend

to look at us for over 10 days.

Beauty and Spirit

She has now become one of the quietest
mares. There were a few times I didn’t
think we would get there with her.
Beauty seems to not be in foal as she has
fallen in love with the two colts that have
arrived here recently from the 2014 muster.
Both have been gelded and are out in the
big paddock putting on weight behind
a one wire electric fence. Fantastic, since
both of them are exceptionally great at
jumping.
And so the journey continues, each day
bringing new joy working with these
beautiful ponies.

Tracey Thompson
©2014 Kimber Brown
©2014 Kimber Brown

Spirit

Spirit
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Sale of Wild Horses
This article first appeared in the NZEF Bulletin in November 1993,
and is reproduced with permission of Equestrian Sports New
Zealand. More than twenty years have passed since this article,
and it is great to see the progress that has been made since the
early musters.

Hugh Thompson, Hawke’s Bay horseman, offered six broken-in geldings

O

ne hundred and twenty wild horses
were offered for sale at Poronui
Station at the end of August in
cold and snowy conditions which had
closed the Desert Road the night before
the sale and made the Napier-Taupo Road
marginal.
Of the 109 people who applied to
the Department of Conservation for
approval to buy a Kaimanawa horse only
65 registered on the day of the auction.
Poronui’s John Tullock said many of those
who couldn’t attend the sale because of the
road conditions will still have a chance to
buy one, because of those offered only half
were sold.
About 300 people attended the auction.
The horses were in full winter coat and
muddy from the bad weather, but generally
had very pretty heads and fine legs. They
were all small - almost pony size, with a
few over 15hh, and surprisingly quiet in
the sale ring.
Auctioneers, Elders Pastoral, say 35
people bought horses, from Whangarei
to Wellington, with one Gisborne man
buying seven yearlings.
The horses were sold in four groups;
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weanlings, yearlings and two-year-olds
with prices ranging from $100 to $400;
unbroken mares selling from $275 to
$245; unbroken colts fetching $150 to
$510, and six broken-in horses shown
under saddle.
Top prices in each group were well above
the average: the $400 yearling was brought
by a man who had been to look at the
horse before the sale and had set his heart
on that individual. The top-priced mare
was one of the few horses over pony size,
and the highest-priced stallion was a
strongly built black with great presence.
Selling at the lower prices than they
deserved were the six broken-in geldings
from Hawke’s Bay horseman Hugh
Thompson. He collected twelve colts direct
from the capture yards and took them to
Maraetotara for gelding and breaking in.
They were still very green, but gave buyers
an idea of what the wild horses will look
like after handling. They were all ponies
with most attractive heads and clean legs.
They sold for $275 to $370 which were
bargain prices, but Hugh Thompson says
he was happy enough: his aim was to show
people what could be done with the horses.

The Department of Conservation was
pleased with the sale. The Wanganui
Regional Conservator, Bill Carlin, says the
capture and auction was a trial, and at this
stage he believes it was successful, although
he would not commit DOC to adopting it
as the medium term management strategy
for the wild horses.
Bill Carling says if DOC does continue
with the capture and removal operation
he expects 500-600 horses to be taken out
each year for the next two years. He says
there should be no problem in gathering
that number.
And the general public may see more of
the next roundup: Bill Carlin says the
trial was so free of problems that DOC
may allow film crews to follow subsequent
operations. He says seven veterinarians
were at the trial, none of them working for
DOC, and he says they were unanimous in
their approval of the way the horses were
handled and the lack of observable stress
caused by the capture and trucking.

Sally Smith

Book Reviews
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Eat the
Wind
ROBIN SISLEY
WINNER
W
INNER OF
O F THE
2014 KOBO/NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF AUTHORS
AUTHOR S
P U B L I S H I N G PRIZE
PUBLISHING

Eat the Wind by Robin Sisley
Review by Kelly Wilson

For the Love of Horses by Kelly Wilson
Review by Random House Books

Three sisters and an unforgettable journey to tame New Zealand’s
Kaimanawa horses
For the Love of Horses is a heartfelt story about a life familiar to
many young Kiwis who love horses – the trials and tears of Pony
Club, the joy of riding bareback, and the pressures of adolescence
and competitive showjumping. It is also the story of an unlikely
childhood dream coming true.
Every year in the wilderness of the Central Plateau, wild
Kaimanawa horses are rounded up and sent to the slaughterhouse.
It’s upsetting, but what else can be done? The Wilson sisters
decide something could be done. They saw future champions
behind the fiery eyes and beneath the shaggy coats. In this
touching book, Kelly Wilson tells the true story of how they
embarked on a courageous journey to train horses that most
people believed were untrainable.

Review by Simone Frewin
A brilliant, candid look into the lives of three truly inspirational
young women. Beautifully written and filled with Kelly’s stunning
photography, it’s a must-read for every teenage girl trying to find
her place in the world, and for every middle aged horse woman
who feels she’s lost hers. These girls really live life large while
keeping their feet firmly planted on the ground. Love, love,
LOVE it. I read it from cover to cover in one very long night,
savouring every page.

We have just finished reading Robin Sisley’s stirring journey
with the Kaimanawas in her award-winning book Eat the Wind.
Vicki and I read it in just two nights and loved the raw and
honest retelling. From the absolute highs to the devastating lows
she has captured the humility, humor, and heartache of saving
Kaimanawas straight from the Ranges in a genuine and touching
way.
We have often wondered about the history of the Kaimanawas,
the first cull in 1997 when almost 1000 horses were mustered,
and the people that have saved and rehomed the wild horses
over the years – especially the adult stallions and mares. We have
researched and read everything we could find, but there is nothing
like seeing it through the eyes of someone that has experienced it
first hand.
Like us, Robin had no idea what she was getting into when
she took 10 wild stallions from the 1997 muster, she simply
had a heart for the plight of these horses and the means to
rehome them. Working alongside a friend and horse trainer
they began taming these wild horses. With hundreds of horses
facing slaughter they took on dozens more within weeks, an
overwhelming task that they handled with such gentleness and
grace.
For us it was fascinating to see that the horses taught Robin so
many of the same lessons that we learnt. We have always said that
Kaimanawas make the best teachers if you’re willing to listen,
observe and mould your ideas and training methods for each
horse as individuals. Without fail every Kaimanawa has taught us
something new and left us better horsewomen, and that is also so
evident in Robin’s journey.
We have had the pleasure of meeting Robin and look forward to
seeing her Croft Kaimanawas – after reading the book we feel like
we already know them.

Kelly’s book is available from all good bookstores

Eat the Wind is available from Robin’s website

goo.gl/BOZQxs

www.robinsisley.nz
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The Story of Kozi and Red

Australian Brumby Rescue at Horse Shepherd Equine Sanctuary

T

he Horse Shepherd Equine
Sanctuary is indeed a busy
place - among the twenty plus
horses, which feature all breeds and sizes
from Standardbred, to miniature, to
thoroughbred, Kozi and Red, two small
Brumby foals, show their enthusiasm for
life by gambolling around their spacious,
hilly paddock under the watchful eyes of
an eighteen month old quarterback gelding
called Quartes, who has taken the young
Brumbies under his wing. These Brumbies
– just like every other horse in this
sanctuary – have been rescued from certain
death by New Zealander Anne Young, who
buys unwanted horses destined for the dogmeat factories from the Echuca horse sale,
in an effort to give them another chance
at life at her large farm in Ballarat, in the
Australian state of Victoria.
While Anne’s original intention had
been to save horses by co-establishing a
Facebook based service that allowed people
from around Australia to bid on horses
being sold at Echuca remotely - and thus
save as many horses as possible - Anne
soon found that there were still a large
number of horses that were only bid on
by the horse-meat workers. This prompted
the birth of the Horse Shepherd Equine
Sanctuary, which provides a home for these
horses to be cared for. They often have to
be nursed back to health and have to be
trained, and are then rehomed to carefully
select new owners.

Kozi at the Sale-yards
Now safely ensconced at Horse Shepherd
Equine Sanctuary, Kozi and Red have
come a long way from their original home
in Kosciuszko National Park. Kosciuszko
is a 6,900 square kilometer park located
in the south-eastern corner of New South
Wales and the Alpine National Park in
8 – Issue 9
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Victoria to the south, and has a population
of about 3000 wild Brumby horses. Unlike
New Zealand, where the Kaimanawa
horse population is considerably smaller,
and managed by one specific Government
department (DoC), in Australia the
approach to the management of the
Brumbies is run in accordance with each
individual park.

“It’s really crazy over here – it’s all park
based,” says Colleen O’Brien, president
of the Victorian Brumby Association.
“Just in Victoria for example, we have
three different areas and three different
programmes to manage them, and in New
South Wales I know of six or seven active
plans that are all quite different.” What this
means, is that the approaches to culling
varies from park to park, and even - as in
the case of Kosciuszko – from one end of
the park to the other.
In the southern end of Kosciuszko Park
around 200 Brumbies are annually
passively trapped by an external contractor,
with the majority of these Brumbies
going to the slaughterhouse; whereas the
northern unit of the park
runs an ‘in house’ passive
trapping program which
is coordinated by the park
rangers who work closely
with the Victorian Brumby
Association. “It’s a really
good programme,” states
Colleen O’Brien. “The
horses are trapped really
well and humanely, but
unfortunately they catch
a lot more than you can
rehome – you have the
same in New Zealand,
there are not always people

with the time or the skill or the interest.
So a lot of the horses go to the knackery.
We take a lot of those horses from the
Kosciuszko Park, we take about 40 a year,
but on a good year they can trap about 600
horses.”
Weanling Brumbies – like the ones that
now live at the Horse Shepherd Equine
Sanctuary – always present a challenge
for the Victorian Brumby Association,
who find that most potential adopters of
Brumbies want older horses, which can be
ridden, and that even the slaughterhouses
don’t want them: “So that means that
there is no market for the weanlings, they
don’t get enough kilos of meat to justify
the effort. So weanlings at that age are just
that terrible age to place them – even if the
re-homers don’t want them, the knackeries
don’t want them either.”
Unlike New Zealand, where rehoming
of the culled Kaimanawa horses is tightly
controlled and potential new homes are
rigorously vetted, the Victorian Brumby
Association struggles with the fact that
culled Brumbies are made available
to anyone on an ad-hoc basis. While
the Association has been successful in
negotiating with the park so that culled
horses are no longer put through the sales,
as the park managers “acknowledge that it
is a terrible thing to do to a wild horse,”
the park now “gets stuck between a rock
and a hard place, because if they don’t
make the Brumbies available to the general
public then the general public jump up
and down and say ‘you are sending them
all to certain death, and we want to take
them’ – but then if they do they often fall
into the hands of the wrong people.”
Colleen’s guess is that Kozi and Red
were among the weanlings that ended
up being taken in by such a person, who
then “wouldn’t have wasted more than
five minutes on them - that would be the
Red at the Sale-yards

Anne with Kozi
attitude. Those sales at Echuca are primary
knackery sales. If you put a horse through
them you really are showing a total lack
of regard. So it would have been someone
who couldn’t make a quick buck, and
thought, ‘oh, I’ll run them through the
sales.’ And it’s a terrible, terrible thing.”
Anne Young, who is well aware of the dirty
politics of the horse sale-yards, believes
that the person who put Kozi and Red
through the sales acquired them through
dubious means, as “he had a whole
paddock of young Brumbies, and what is
happening is that he is branding the horses
and then claiming that they are Quarter
horses instead.” When a friend of Anne’s
first spotted Kozi - then a frightened
seven month old - at the Echuca sales,
she had no idea what to do with the foal
but nevertheless bid against the ‘dogger’,
and bought the foal for ninety Australian
dollars. Anne took him in, and when
another Brumby weanling turned up at
the sales Anne had a big decision to make:
“There was no question about wanting to
save the horse, but I was thinking maybe
the more we buy the more we encourage
this unscrupulous selling.”
In the end, Anne bid for the Brumby, and
brought little Red home. Just like Kozi
a few weeks earlier, Red arrived skinny
and terrified, and had to slowly get used
to being handled. Since then both the
Brumbies are happy to be led and handled,
have had their hooves done by the farrier
and have even been gelded and handled
by the vet, and despite their shaky start in
life are now thriving. “Of all the horses I’ve
got, these are the two I would like to keep,”
states Anne, who has found Kozi and Red
to be “absolutely divine. And although they
are still a bit unsure of the world, they are
such sweet horses.”
Colleen O’Brien reiterates this special
quality of the Brumby horses, and wishes
that more people in Australia could realise
their potential: “As you guys would know
from the Kaimanawas, wild horses are
what all horses should be like – they are
well socialised, they are sane and sound.”
Too often media attention in Australia
has focused on the perception of the

Brumbies as being pests who wreck the
natural environment that they live in.
“The Brumbies are classified as a pest
animal – so that’s a real battle. And we
have some quite extreme strong green
groups here, who are putting out study
after study, ‘saying brumbies are doing this,
brumbies are doing that,’ some of which
are quite flawed.” The need to have public
awareness of the issues is imperative, as
park management of the horses is very
dependent on public involvement. “One of
the things we found is that whether there
is a good programme very much depends
on the locals,” states Colleen. “Where the
locals don’t advocate for the horses, they
are much more likely to be disposed of
more brutally.”
The studies that the Victorian Brumby
Association would like the public to be
more aware of include a recent study
in Kosciuszko from one area where the
Association has been working with the
Brumbies, and where the study shows that
the environment is actually improving.
Other public awareness campaigns have
included “the kind of challenge that
the Kaimanawa guys are running at the
moment. We ran one like that last year,
and we are in the planning stages for
another one, and that was super, to be
able to put 8–year–olds and 12–year–olds
and 14–year–olds through a challenge like
that, where someone could just show how
good the brumbies are, because you get the
prevailing assumptions ‘they are inbred,
and they are useless, they are wild, and they
can’t be trained,’ so we work really hard to
get positive publicity for them.”
The ultimate aim of the Victorian Brumby
Association echoes that of the Horse
Shepherd Equine Sanctuary – for horses
to be treated humanely and to live a safe
and healthy life, whether they are within
the vast countryside of Australia’s national
parks, or in someone’s paddock. For
the two resilient Kosciuszko Brumbies
Kozi and Red, this means that their long
journey from the wild Alpine ecosystem to
the more sedate farmland of Ballarat has
been worth it, and while their journey into
adulthood is only just beginning, for these
two there is now hope for a brighter future
as every day they become happier with
their new horse – and human - family at
Horse Shepherd Equine Sanctuary.

Tanya Allport
Photos © Anne Young

Tanya Allport is an Auckland based freelance writer, who loves writing about horses
and their stories. Visit Tanya at www.livingwritingreading.com
To find out more about the Horse Shepherd Equine Sanctuary and the Victorian
Brumby Association got to:
www.facebook.com/pages/Horse-Shepherd-Equine-Sanctuary/1427210987553603
www.victorianbrumbyassociation.org
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Major Milestone

I

t’s Official - the horses and trainers have competed in the Major Milestone
and KHH has been left speechless by what the trainers and their gorgeous
Kaimanawas showcased to the public at Equidays. Without the involvement
of our generous sponsors (CopRice, Thoroughbred Floats, WashBar, Saddlery
Warehouse, TuffRock) and our talented trainers, every horse in the line-up would
have been slaughtered five months earlier and we so value their support to give these
stallions a second chance at life. The horses all looked happy and the bonds they have
with their trainers was obvious.
Thank you to our three judges who brought with them a great depth of knowledge
and talent. Two international clinicians, two world champions, and all three judges
specialising in different disciplines – the trainers work was knowledgeably scrutinised.
Thank you also to our announcer Michelle Potts for your professional presentation.
And another thank you to Tracey Thompson and family for bringing Beauty
and Spirit of Kaimanawa (aka ‘the Brat’) who entertained the crowds for hours
throughout the weekend.
We were especially impressed by the
comradeship between sponsors, trainers,
Judges, KHH and the public – the friendships
that are being formed are remarkable and
working together we have created an event
that truly highlights the trainability and
beauty of our nation’s wild horses. We could
not have ever imagined the support our horses
were given, including the public that stood
out in the rain for the Meet and Greet on
Saturday.
A huge congratulations to our winners, in
our eyes everyone involved are absolute
champions, but we would especially like to
acknowledge the top place getters
in each event.

Versatile – Longevity – Robust
The Kaimanawa horses encompass the qualities we value here at Thoroughbred Floats –
their robustness, durability and their ability to cope with the knocks of daily use. If you want
a quality float, then look no further. What you see is what you get: Reputable, New Zealand engineering and craftsmanship.

Like the Kaimanawa’s we have been established in New Zealand for many years, and
are here to stay. We have been put through the roughest times of the industry, and have
come out stronger and better than ever.
We strive to give back to the equine industry, with our focus to remain New Zealand made.
This makes us proud to be a sponsor of the Kaimanawa Stallion Challenges.

WWW.THOROUGHBREDFLOATS.CO.NZ
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142 Whangarata Road, Tuakau | Ph: 09 236 8175, Mob: 027 437 0025 | Email: sales@thoroughbredfloats.co.nz

Thoroughbred Floats Halter
Class
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Tim Featherstone and Redcliffs Ted
Amanda Wilson and CopRice Nikau KH
Tina Fagan and Rockstar
Kelly Wilson and CopRice Anzac KH
Kate Hewlett and Redcliffs Bill
Vicki Wilson and CopRice Argo KH
Paddy Mair and Kachina
Simone Frewin and Mana
Ben Longwell and Viento
Ann MacAulay and Apollo

CopRice Ridden Freestyle
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Paddy Mair and Kachina
Vicki Wilson and CopRice Argo KH
Tim Featherstone and Redcliffs Ted
Tommy Waara and Tukotahi
Kelly Wilson and CopRice Anzac KH
Kate Hewlett and Redcliffs Bill
Anne MacAulay and Ulysses
Amanda Wilson and CopRice Nikau KH
Tina Fagan and Rock Star
Tommy Waara and Te One

WashBar Best Presented

Thoroughbred Floats Champion and
TuffRock Bonus Champion
Tim Featherstone and Redcliffs Ted
(18 points)

Reserve Champions
Paddy Mair and Kachina
Vicki Wilson and CopRice Argo KH
(14 points each)

KHH Fan Favourite
Paddy Mair and Kachina
We are so pleased with the success of our
very first wild horse event, a lot of thought
went into the organisation to ensure the
event was run smoothly.
The Stallion Makeover at the Horse of the
Year show is fast approaching and will be
an even bigger event for these Kaimanawas
and their trainer so make sure you’re in
Hastings from the 17th-22nd of March
2015.
The lead up classes will be held during the
week and the Stallion Makeover of the
Year final will be during the Equestrian
Extravaganza on Friday night.

3 SISTERS
16 SHOW JUMPERS
15 KAIMANAWAS
5 FOALS

1 FEED

‘To perform their best our team have to
look and feel like champions from the
inside out. Our horses are in optimum
health thanks to the CopRice range.
We wouldn’t feed anything else.’
PROUD SPONSORS OF THE WILSON SISTERS

All Natural Rice based formulation
100% balanced and complete
Rich in essential vitamins & minerals
Highly digestible

Tina Fagan and Rockstar
Tim Featherstone and Redcliffs Ted

Amanda Wilson & Showtym Cassanova

THERE IS A FORMULATION IN OUR
RANGE TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

www.coprice.com.au
Freecall 0508 267742
Photos ©2014 Kimber

Brown
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PROUD TO SPONSOR
THE KAIMANAWA
STALLION CHALLENGES
“Winning horses need
the right conditions …
inside and out”

100 Stockists Nationwide
Phone 0800 TUFFROCK

www.tuffrock.co.nz
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Cooper Allan
Riding Jeans

Kiwi
15oz Economy Canvas Rug

Styled to look like a pair of
jeans, with all the stretch
and comfort of a jodhpur.
97% Cotton, 3% Lycra.

Unlined, all web straps & fittings,
shoulder gussets, rear darts and leg
straps. 95% cotton, 5% polyester.
Sizes 3’0’’ to 5’9’’

Ladies
Sizes 8 to 18
Mens
Sizes 30 to 40
EACH

Kiwi

EACH

RUGS FOR ALL SEASONS

Vet Direct

Abamectin Wormer

C O O P E R

A L L A N

EACH

Cooper Allan Austin
Boot
Affordable leather western

boot which is fully leather lined
with pull tabs and heaps of
detailed stiching. Dark brown
with tan. Euro 36 to 43

Active ingredients: Abamectin 4.0
mg/ml & Praziquantel 50 mg/ml.
Registered pursuant to the ACVM
Act 1997, No 10343.

Enzo

Rope Halter & Lead Set

Made from 8mm Polypropylene
rope with a removable lead.

PAIR

Rubber Bucket with
Built in Rubber
Bracket 16 Litre

Flexible, durable and portable.
Ideal for stables or pastures.
Black

EACH

EACH
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Proud Sponsors of

it’s about the journey

naturally
Trainer Tommy Waara
and his Kaimanawa Te One.

washbar.co.nz

facebook.com/washbar.nz
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Remember to book your
tickets
Come and see the Stallion Makeover at the Farmlands Horse of
the Year Show
March 17-22, 2015

Photos ©2014 Kimber Brown
Please see details on back cover
if you would like to order prints of
any of these photos

Kimber Brown
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Readers’ Kaimanawas
D’Arcy

D

’Arcy, the 6 year old Kaimanawa
pony, is the best pony I have ever
had. I would say he is just perfect!
D’Arcy was a sponsored pony that was
handled by Anne MacAulay. D’Arcy was
brought in from the ranges at one-and-ahalf years old. He is now 6 and has been
broken in for just over a year.

I have big hopes for the season ahead
and hope to continue improving and
competing a lot.
I would like to thank Anne for
doing such a fantastic job of starting
D’Arcy, and for also giving me lots
of advice and lessons. Anne has even
taken me to the Taupo Equestrian
Centre and Little Valley farm to give
me cross country lessons. She has
taken me under her wing and is now
giving me the chance to help her with
her other horses. Anne also took me
to the Waitomo Caves Sports Day
where D’Arcy and I won $200 in
prize money.
When I tell people he is only 6 no one
believes me. He is so calm and relaxed.
To be totally honest we were not looking
for a pony, but the moment I met him I
fell in love – even though he was snorting
at us for half an hour.
I love D’Arcy so much. He has a fantastic
personality and is sooo cute! For the first
month we had him he would wait at the
gate for me to come back and ride him the
next day.
I have now had D’Arcy for 6 months
and we have done so much together. He
has been placed at every Show hunter
competition I have taken him to, and
have completed 3 Training mini ODEs on
him. We came 5th, 5th, and 6th which is
fabulous considering he is so young. He
has also represented my school (Westlake
Girls High School). A week after I got him
I represented my pony club, and D’Arcy
was so good, he held the banner and stood
perfectly during the parade.
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Did I mention D’Arcy is perfect?
Well, … he is!

Brea Walker

Peggy

W

hen I got Peggy I was so happy
to have a new best friend. The
first week I got Peggy I took
her to a show and we won nine ribbons
together. There were some quirky things
about Peggy. For example she always
had to come off the float first, she made
very funny faces, and when you gave her
cuddles she acted like she did not like it –
but you could tell she really did. She was a
perfect pony club pony.
She gave me heaps of confidence to do
things and would even stand still while I
swung off her into the trees. She is a truly
versatile all round pony.

would be happy to have
another. I think they are
amazing and Peggy will
always be in my heart.
It was so hard to let her
go but we had the best
times together. I am really
pleased that we were able
to find her a great new
home on a big farm where
she can stay for the rest of
her life.

Sarah Wilde

She was my second kaimanawa and I

Libby and Comet

L

ibby and Comet are my first
Kaimanawas, and I got them from
the 2014 muster. I had wanted two
foals, but got a foal (Comet), and one a little
older (Liberty). Libby is only 13.2hh so was
the same height as Comet. They were both
dropped at Heidi’s place for first handling.
Libby had a small tummy when she arrived,
but grew very quickly. She is the first of my
two to come home (Comet is still at Heidi’s
place). Libby blossomed here and is very
approachable. She enjoys being brushed and
comes eagerly for her bucket.
Libby foaled without any problems on the
3rd of November – a beautiful colt which
we have called Rock N Roll, Rocky to his
friends.

Tracy Huigens

Rocky 1-Week Old

Libby and Comet off the Delivery Truck
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Delta and Kiwa

T

his muster we took a mare and foal,
Delta and Floyd, and sent them to
Anne MacAulay for initial handling.
We had Anne handle our filly from the 2012
muster and she does a fantastic job – we can
highly recommend her.
To our delight the mare and foal combo soon
turned into a triple banger with the arrival of
Kiwa, a beautiful chestnut foal born Sunday
19th Oct 2014. He is now the centre of
attention and continuously playing with his
brother Floyd like they would have in the wild
– very special to be part of and witness.

Tanya Cole and family

Delta and Kiwa

Spark and Piper

T

hese two foals are from mares sponsored to Michele Haultain, our
welfare officer, from the last muster. Their names were chosen by
children at a local school.
Spark
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Kiwa

Delta and Floyd

Floyd

Name this Foal
This filly was born from a mare (Marika) from the last
muster, and is looking for a name. Email your suggestions to
ben@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org. The person
who suggests the chosen name will win a 2015 Kaimanawa
Calendar.
©2014 Kimber Brown

©2014 Kimber Brown

©2014 Kimber Brown

Piper (left) and Spark (Right)
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An End
Wayne Linklater is a wildlife biologist who works with odd-toed
ungulates - the Perissodactyla. His Ph.D. was a study of the wild
horses living in the Kaimanawa Mountains, and he also has a
research program on African rhinoceros.
This is an abbreviated article taken from his weblog where
you will find many other articles in greater detail, which are
contributions towards his book about horses.

perissodactyla.wordpress.com

I

had been with them for an afternoon
– hunched on the ground under a
stockman’s long-coat, watching and
recording their behaviour for one last
sample, one last time. It was early Autumn
and the evenings were cooling faster once
again. I did not regret that we would not
spend a fourth winter in the Kaimanawa
Ranges but the moment was sad for its
finality. Uzuri, curled shivering beside me
for being too long inactive, pressed her
muzzle more deeply into my coat. I folded
the completed record sheet away and
prepared to leave.

and foals born during the study, aware
of their mothers indifference towards
us, would occasionally visit us while we
observed their mothers and band stallions.
The one that approached me now was born
the season before and was seven months
old. We called him Floss after his mother
‘Candy’. He would probably disperse
from his mother this year and join the
other young males in bachelor groups.
Yellow-chestnut with a large white blaze
and clear white socks he walked towards
me. I hesitated. This was my chance for a
goodbye.

Hearing my gear rustle some of the
members of Candy’s band lifted their
heads and turned to locate the sound – but
it was just the ‘person & dog’. Satisfied,
they returned to grazing. In four years of
observation and walking amongst wild
horses of the Kaimanawa Mountains they
had become so used to us and our dogs
that we now no longer even stirred their
curiosity. Where once they had startled
and ran at the sight of us, we now could
sit with them for hours only metres away.
For a time after they habituated to us we
were a curiosity. They would tentatively
approach us, investigate our packs and
field telescopes, lean towards us, crane their
necks to take great lungfuls of our scent
through huge nostrils, and snort the scent
out again in disapproval.

For the first time in four years I lowered
my gaze from him and extended my
hand. In so doing I broke the golden rule
of wild animal behaviour research; don’t
interfere with the animal. Floss drew
closer; very close. We had met before on
several occasions and each time he would
come closer, but only to sniff my air before
returning to his mother. I wiggled my
fingers, felt a whisker, hot breath and then
a warm soft muzzle. I tickled a lip and it
quivered. I stroked the nose… and then
he was gone. He snorted, turned about,
bucked and tossed his head and mane in
play, and trotted back to his mother. He
had-had enough; more human than he had
bargained for. He watched me now from
his mother’s side. She was unperturbed. He
stepped towards me again, stopped short
and watched some more. For a moment
I still sat, appreciating another magic
Kaimanawa moment. A wild animal’s trust

It is a magic moment to be sitting under a
Kaimanawa Wild Horse when it leans over
you without fear, but we did not encourage
it. Uzuri would sometimes growl under
her breath but we would remain still, not
wanting to either frighten them or reward
their behaviour. To do either would have
compromised our purpose; to record
and understand the natural behaviour of
Kaimanawa Wild Horses. We had achieved
our purpose, and in the process we had
become neither frightening nor interesting
to the Kaimanawa horses with which we
worked. That is, with some exceptions and
one of them approached me now.
Young animals are more curious than most
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is precious because it must be earned.
The sun dipped still lower. I rose, hoisted
my pack, shouldered my telescope and
commanded Uzuri to heal, least she spoil
my peaceful departure from Candy’s band.
I wanted to leave as I had arrived. I voiced
a “goodbye”, more at the place and its
inhabitants than at any particular animal in
it. My voice sounded strangely out of place
now. I turned and walked away, wondering
if I would ever be back here and how long
my Kaimanawa friends would continue to
live in this place that is wonderful, in part,
because they are in it. I wonder still – 12
September, 1999.
And so my field-work with New Zealand’s
Kaimanawa horses ended, but it would
lead to work on the rhinoceros of southern
Africa. In this blog I will write about the
science that has helped us understand
the biology of horses and their odd-toed
relatives – the Perissodactyla. I will recount
my own work and experiences, and review
the work of colleagues who specialise in
understanding the physiology, genetics,
behaviour, and ecology of these remarkable
animals. There is very much that science
provides to help us appreciate, manage and
conserve the horses, zebra, asses, tapirs and
rhinoceros of this world. This is a journey
in the enjoyment of science and wildlife –
welcome, I hope you will join me.

Two-year-olds can foal too
For many years during the early, vigorous,
debates about how fast wild horse
populations around the world could
grow, the ability of younger mares to foal,
especially 2-year-olds, was unknown. The
first few studies found that 2-year-olds did
not foal and so it was believed unlikely.
During the early years of the debate,
however, high population growth rates
were being calculated from sequences of
population counts. Counts from Beaty’s
Butte and Jackie’s Butte during the 1970s
indicated a 20-22% average annual
increase. Similar, but probably less reliable
count sequences, led to reports such as:
“During the past 3 years it has been
estimated that wild horse numbers
are increasing at an estimated rate of
20-30% each year” – C. Wayne Cook:
Rangeman’s Journal, 1975

To achieve population growth of this
magnitude, high foaling rates, especially
by younger mares, were expected but not
being supported by demographic evidence
from the better studied populations.
But then came Joel Berger’s landmark
fieldwork in the Granite Range of Nevada
during the early 1980s. It changed our
minds entirely.

Teen pregnancy, Nevada
From 1979 to 1983 Joel Berger followed a
population that grew from 58 to 149 over
5 years, an annual increase of 21%. About
37% of 2-year-olds and 40% of 3-year-olds
foaled, indicating that about 80% of mares
foaled for the first time as 3-year-olds or
younger. Suddenly, the capacity for rapid
population growth was understood.
For short periods of time, such as 4–5
years, extraordinarily high rates of first time
foaling by 2- and 3-year-olds can translate
into population growth that just exceeds
20% per annum. Importantly however, the
population growth that Joel observed did
not approach the earlier alarmist reports of
growth rates of up to 30% per annum. If
2-year-old foaling is possible and can occur
at high rates, then why wasn’t it more
commonly found?

Teenage pregnancy
Our transition from child to adult is
a fraught with physical and mental
challenges, made worse by our
inexperience. We are less able, when our
life’s challenges are greatest. It’s tough being
a teen.
For horses the transition to adulthood
occurs from about just before their first
birthday through their second year, and
for some into the beginning of their 3rd
year. Young mares are naive and still
investing into growing their bodies. Their
inexperience at competing for resources,
like food and shelter, and protecting
themselves from risks makes them
vulnerable. They have not yet formed
protective relationships with other mares
and a stallion in a breeding and social
group called a band. They will, at some
time during their teens, leave their mothers
band for another. During their teens they
may often move between bands, where
they will be more attacked and harassed by
other mares, stallions, and bachelor males
than at any other time in their lives. It is
a high-risk period and the consequence is
reproductive failure.

Young mare foaling rates

olds did not foal, and older mares had
comparative low foaling rate, 3-year-olds
had a substantial foaling rate.
I suspect that this difference reflects the
extremely mare-biased adult sex ratio due
to stallion removals from that population.
Where there are substantially fewer
stallions, the costs of social dispersal and
sexual harassment for 1- and 2-year-old
mares breeding for the first time might be
substantially reduced.

Teen pregnancy in Nevada
The magnitude of the eruptive
reproductive rates that Joel Berger observed
in the Granite Range, Nevada are best
revealed when plotted for comparison
against other populations. Not only were 2
year olds foaling, but all mares 2 years old
and older were foaling at the highest rates
ever reported.
The extraordinary foaling rates are
probably because a suite of historical
events, particularly the removal of cattle,
combined to improve the amount and
quality of food available to the population.

Kaimanawa mare foaling
unremarkable

The age that mares first breed, and foaling
rates of young mares, have been measured
in only a handful of studies.

Although many claimed that Kaimanawa
population was undergoing eruptive
growth, the data on foaling rates by mares
did not support those claims.

On Assateague Island National Seashore no
2-year-olds foaled, but 23% of 3-year-olds
did, and from there foaling rates increased
up to 69% in 6-year-olds. Similar values
with mare age are reported from Nevada,
and Cumberland Island, Georgia.

The graphic serves to show how
unremarkable foaling rates by young mares
in the Kaimanawa Ranges were compared
to other populations. Foaling rates by 3
and 4-year-olds were low compared to all
except the Cumberland Island population.

Stallions impact on young
mare breeding?

Interestingly though, in 1998 a single twoyear-old foaled – the first and only one to
do so. Was this an indication of improved
range conditions because musters had
reduced horse densities?

The pattern of climbing foaling success
was very different in the Pryor Mountain
population because, although 2-year-
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Wild Horses Everywhere

And so herds of feral
horses in the central
North Island became
ubiquitous by the
beginning of the 20th
century. From the
Paeroa Ranges in the
north near the southern
bay of the Hauraki
Gulf and Coromandel
Peninsular to Taihape
in the south herds were
numerous and some
herds grew to number
in their thousands.

Page Title Here
B
eginning with his first chase aged
15 in 1915, Harvey Morrow caught
his first wild horse in the winter of
1916 around Arapuni in the Waikato. He
wrote a small book, New Zealand Wild
Horses (1975, Millwood Press), describing
his experiences catching horses. Within
his anecdotes and stories is a rich vein
of information about the distribution of
herds of feral, free-ranging horses during
the latter part of the 19th and first half
of the 20th century. As well as the places
he hunted, Morrow mentions, in passing,
many other places where herds of wild
horses roamed and were chased for sport or
mustered for sale.
Wild horses, it seems, were common
wherever there was deforested, less
developed ‘rough’ land between working
farms and remnant forest, especially in
the foothills and mountains of the central
North Island.
Morrow mentions the earliest written
reports of free-roaming horses are in the
diary of Mr R. T. Batley who described
track and sign in the headwaters of the
Maowhango River on 15th March 1876.
But horses were certainly present before
this time in other places in North Island
– releases and escapes from Maori and
migrant, travelling European colonists.
Notable herds of horses are recorded on the
Rangitaiki Plans, 36 miles to the northeast
of the Moawhango headwaters, and around
Waiouru, 18 miles southwest, in the last
5 years of the 19th century. On the west
side of the volcanic peaks of Ruapehu,
Ngaruhoe, and Tongariro herds were
also reported in what is now Tongariro
National Park.

Herds of size were still
present on the plains
around Taupo and Valleys northeast of
Taihape after the second World War (1947)
– hard to imagine given the intensity of
agriculture in those landscapes today.

Horse Survey
Wayne is also interested to know the
colour, and what height the horses
have grown to, if you got them from
a muster – especially if they were
mustered as a foal or yearling.

And so, beginning with Harvey Morrow’s
accounts, we might beginning building a
map of feral, free-roaming horses in New
Zealand to furnish our interest in the
history and geography of horses. I have
begun with the map displayed here and
would welcome any other contributions
to it. If you have oral or written histories
about wild horses in New Zeland you
can send me the years and places for
adding to the map to my e-mail address:
wayne.linklater@vuw.ac.nz

If you would like to participate
in this survey, please email
wayne.linklater@vuw.ac.nz with
the following information:

Wayne Linklater

•

Approximate age of the horse when
they were mustered

•

The year of the muster you got
them from

•

Gender

•

Colour

•

Mature height

A Request for Sightings
Elizabeth McFarlane was the
founder and administrator of
the International League for
the Protection of Horses (NZ).
In the 1990s the ILPH took High
Court action to prevent the
proposed culling of Kaimanawa Horses by helicopter, a
method that has been used in
Australia with horrific results.

A

s stock trucks and trailers thunder
along our State Highways in the
Kaitaia area, few people realise that
horses on board may be destined to travel
nearly 2000km to Gore, the location of
the only abattoir in New Zealand which
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slaughters horses for human consumption
in overseas markets.
During such a long journey, whatever
the destination, it is a requirement that
all animals are given sufficient rest breaks
where they can be fed and watered; that
the animals are fit to travel; the method
of transport is safe, and that they are
not caused unreasonable distress. There
is real doubt that this is always done,
and despite this, in correspondence with
David Carter, minister of MPI, he stated
that “Performing routine checks at varous
‘resting areas’ would not be an effective
use of MPI animal welfare officers’ time.”
There are designated rest areas in Tirau,
Bulls, Foxton, and Christchurch.

If you live near a state highway on which
these trucks regularly travel, Elizabeth
would appreciate hearing if you see stock
being rested, fed, or watered as required,
or if you have other concerns about the
welfare of horses in transit.
You can contact Elizabeth McFarlane by
email at bette1a@paradise.net.nz or by
phone on 07-312-5523.
NB: Kaimanawas that are unplaced from
musters are slaughtered locally. Stock
trucks are carefully chosen to provide
as safe as possible transportation; and
distribution yards are used to give horses a
break before being sorted for delivery to
their new homes.

Merchandise
Our 2015 Calendar is out...
And it is packed with 14-months of Kaimanawas, with
photography by Kimber Brown and Kelly Wilson.
This makes a great gift for friends and family.
Calendars cost $15 + $2.50 postage and packaging. You
can buy the calendar wherever we have a stall, or by
visiting our website

KaimanawaHeritageHorses.org/2015-Calendar

Become a KHH Member to
receive your subscription to
the KHH Magazine
www.KaimanawaHeritageHorses.org/
get-involved/membership/
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Return to the Ranges

T

his wasn’t my first trip into the
ranges, I have been in every year
for the last three. It wasn’t the first
trip for a good number of others either,
and I am sure many who went this year are
looking forward to next time.

The ranges trip is a time to catch up with
friends, and meet new people from all
over the country with a shared interest in
the horses. The Saturday dinner was great
as always, another good reason to stay at
the Ski Lodge in Ohakune.

I’m a member of the Kaimanawa Heritage
Horses committee, and as well as editing
this magazine, I volunteered to help out
with the merchandise - busy work, but
only in short bursts, as everyone who
queued at the shop during lunch would
have seen.

This time we were also treated to a display
by Tommy Waara and Paddy Mair with
their horses from the Stallion Challenge
competition. People who hadn’t seen the
horses at Equidays were amazed by the
nature and ability of these recently wild
horses; showing what can be achieved by
talented trainers in a short span of time.

©2014 Kimber Brown

off. That year he was on his own, and very
lame.
I didn’t see ‘1E’ the next time out, and it’s
easy to fear the worst. With his lameness,
he would not likely be rehomed if he got
mustered. On this latest trip, although I
didn’t see him myself, I saw the photos of
him by Kelly Wilson and Kimber Brown,
and he even had a mare with him. He
was still lame, but obviously coping well
enough to survive the winters and start
collecting a band. This was the highlight
of my trip, and I got to repay the favor to
Kim when I got a picture of a stallion she
had seen before. He has a distinctive jaw,
and was keeping an eye on a band with the
same look about them.

On my third trip, I decided to take a
few more-careful photos, and use my
binoculars more. There is always someone
with a bigger camera happy to share their
photos, and I think I got more from the
trip by putting my camera down.
One trip a bus got stuck and had to be
towed out of a tank-sized pothole by
an equally impressive recovery vehicle.
While wandering around the Argo basin

©2014 Kimber Brown

On the way out on Sunday, just before
returning to the army base, I saw an older
stallion with a bright spot of hair where
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waiting for this, I came over a rise and
saw stallion ‘1E’, maybe only 10 meters
away (or so it felt). He is one of the horses
used in research studies in the 90’s, and
was branded as a youngster. This means
he is now in his late teens. There were a
handful of people around, and when he’d
had enough attention he quietly walked

he was missing half an ear. He had been
separated from his band when the busses
passed between them, and was anxious to
get back to them after we had all gone by.
I’ll be keeping an eye out for him next
time.
From the KHH committee, I would like
to thank the NZ Army for making this
trip possible, especially Major Hibbs for
giving us a weekend on the army land, and
his presentations before the tour. We also
had Tim Gilbertson from DOC who gave
a talk at the muster yards on the Saturday.
And thank you to everyone who braved the
weather to come on the trip - I hope you
will join us again.
©2014 Kimber Brown

What you see, and what you hope to get,
changes every visit. On my first trip I
hoped to get some good photos, but the
horses were too far away to be more than
specs in the photo. It wasn’t a wasted trip,
I met some great people I’ve kept in touch
with ever since. I improved my camera on
the second trip by getting a new zoom-lens,
but I should have practiced some more at
home first. Nearly every photo was out of
focus. A lens filter interfered with the autofocus, so only what would ordinarily have
been out of focus worked. This meant a
third trip was compulsory, but by this time
what I was looking for had changed.

Ben Moores

©2014 Kimber Brown

©2014 Kimber Brown

©2014 Kimber Brown

©2014 Kimber Brown

©2014 Kimber Brown

©2014 Kelly Wilson

©2014 Kimber Brown
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These wonderful photos
were taken by
Kimber Brown and Kelly Wilson
Prints are available for purchase.
Please show them your support for
all the generous work they do for us
— showing the world how beautiful
the Kaimanawas are.
Contact details for Kimber and
Kelly are on the back cover

©2014 Kimber Brown

©2014 Kimber Brown

©2014 Kelly Wilson

©2014 Kimber Brown

Photos continue on Page 38...
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In Search of a Wild Horse
This is an excerpt from Wendy O’Malley’s book Wild Mercy. It was
written in the early days of the Kaimanawa management, and
much has changed since then. Wendy has collected a wealth of
information about the Kaimanawa Horses, and while the book is
not currently avaialble, KHH will be looking at ways to bring you
more of the book in the near future.

D

eep in the isolated Kaimanawa
ranges, hidden in tussock valleys,
wild horses still roam free in
New Zealand. Very few people know
much about these mysterious herds that
once wandered over the islands by the
thousands.

who would care intensely for every dark
eyed colt born among the wildflowers in
the valley? Someone who understood the
urgency of the task?
Was it pure coincidence, luck, or fate?
Or did He who counts the sparrows send
Mani to live with us? He who
knew the Wind-eaters needed a
voice to the world; knew also the
herd needed many friends and a
leader to provide a place of safety.
And so ambassadors were sent
out from the herd, sent to ask for
help in the only way a wild horse
can. Safe behind my brick walls,
I knew nothing of the danger
facing the herd, scarcely knew of
their existence. Even had I known
of their peril I would only have
felt a stab of sorrow and thought,
“How sad ... but there’s nothing
I can do about it.” I would have
cared, but only in a distant,
untouched and uninvolved way.

Mists of time blanket these horses. Where
did they come from? How did they gain
their freedom? And most importantly, how
do they stay free nowadays, when every
inch of ground has been claimed, every
wild daisy counted?
The truth is like a diamond hidden deep
within the earth, only to be found by
someone determined to dig,
and persistent to sift through
a mountain of material.
It was vital that the history
of this unique herd be
recorded, that their value be
made known, that all of New
Zealand and the world would
know of their worth. Vital,
because their very future and
existence depends on human
perception, human decisions,
and human protection.
But, how does one find a
writer passionate for the
horses, someone willing to
dig deep and to type late
into the night? Someone
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Mani changed all that.
No one has ever discovered a more
powerful motivator than love. Money,
fame, greed, lust, honour, hunger, fear...
even survival-all of these are limp and
powerless beside love. Of all the greatest
qualities to desire, to love is the highest. It
is the strongest, most undying of passions.

Mani has an extraordinary high quota of
loveability. In other words, he’s easy to
adore. And I was amazed at how quickly
I fell for this gentle, smiling horse. Do
horses smile, you ask? Well, Mani does. He
doesn’t show his teeth like a human does.
Nor does he squeeze his eyes tight like a
cat, or click his teeth together like a collie.
What he does is brighten his eyes and tip
his ears in.
He smiled at me the first time I met him.
But I didn’t fall for him instantly. I came
to our meeting with a long list of strict
criteria. The horse I was looking for had to
meet certain job requirements. Many other
applicants for the position of O’Malley
Family Horse had failed to pass one of the
tests.
Smiling was on my list under the section
of good temperament. No one enjoys
riding a sour horse with a switching tail
and flattened ears. And believe me, a tight,
tense, wild-eyed mount is no delight either.
Nor did I wish for a pushy, dominant horse
that needed to be reminded daily just who
was in charge. No, a willing, co-operative,
calm partner was what I sought.
He had to remain calm, though everyone
else might be losing their heads. He had to
be slow and trustworthy for the children,
strong enough to carry Dad and young
enough to take Mom on the long rides
through streams and over mountains. He
had to come when called, load into a float
with a leadrope tossed over his back, stand
without moving a muscle when someone
got on, and gently lift his hooves to be
cleaned. He had to walk bravely through
traffic for the children, canter on a loose
rein for Mom and move cattle through
mud for Dad.
In short, our family horse had to be perfect
for everyone, a good, allrounder. No wonder we’d
been looking for months
with no success. There was
one other thing I was looking
for but it was such a secret
thing that I had never even
voiced the thought out loud.
How could I dare hope for
that, on top of all the other
hard-to-find qualities I
desired?
I would have given up
and compromised with a
horse that fell well short of
requirements, except for the
fact that I knew such horses
did exist. I had grown up
and spent 25 years with the

humans. And
then I began
to meet other
Kaimanawas like
Sunny, Badger,
Pippin, and Lady.
And I discovered
that the calm,
loving nature was
actually typical of
their breed.

greatest of all family horses. Cassie was
a well-muscled quarter horse type mare,
blood bay with a white star. She was just as
beautiful on the inside as the out, and my
best memories of a California childhood
are inextricably linked to that amazing
mare.
Barebacked under a blazing sun, we
conquered life’s challenges together. I
would think canter and before my heel
touched her side, she would be flying up
Honda Hill, thrilling me with her speed
and power, yet willing to stop or turn at
the lightest cue. We had a deep bond,
Cassie and I, friends and partners, a
connection between heart and soul. And
that was the secret thing that I so deeply
desired to find again.
I didn’t think a two year old horse from
a wild herd would be able to meet all my
tests for a family horse. But then, I didn’t
know Mani. He calmly obeyed in every
way, passing each test I set him. Even
better, his eyes, the windows of his soul,
shimmered with love, trust and friendship.
I thought he was special, a one in a million
horse, to be so young yet so bonded to

Soon after Mani
joined our family,
I was horrified to
discover that these
special horses,
living, snorting
history, were still
being slaughtered every year by the New
Zealand government. I wrote to the head
of the Department of Conservation
and asked why, after managing the
herd for eight years that this was
still occurring? The reply was that
no one wanted the older horses
so they had to be killed in order
to keep the numbers down. I had
many more questions and I was
not satisfied with the answers I was
given. I began to dig and search
for answers, for solutions, to help
these gentle creatures avoid an
undeserved death.
The first thing I discovered was
that there was no Kaimanawa book
devoted solely to this unique breed.
It was then, with some prompting
from other concerned people,
that I decided to attempt this
compilation of facts. Knowledge goes arm
and arm with power, and I wanted to arm
people with the facts so they would be able
to make wise decisions. Little did I know
how immense this task of ferreting out
facts would turn out to be.

When I fIrst put pen to paper, I had no
idea how many fascinating and friendly
people I would meet. These were people
from all walks of life, who shared a
common love for these undervalued
equines. I met some wonderful artists,
many horse trainers, photographers
and others, who all had something to
contribute to this story.
At times I became overwhelmed and
depressed by the horror stories I heard,
and I knew some of these stories were true.
I was invited to see the evidence in front
of my very eyes, and I was also shown
photographs. I couldn’t do anything to
change the history of the herd. But the
future of the herd is still up to us.
I was amazed to find out that the
management of the Kaimanawas

has become a horse-lovers versus
environmentalists issue. I don’t think it
has to be, nor should it be this way. I love
nature and the wild natural places, birds
and flowers just as much as I love the
horses. There is a place in the environment
for the horses. It doesn’t have to be an
either/or issue.
I knew I couldn’t write a book that focused
on the controversies, so I decided instead
to write a book that I could write; a
book that people would find interesting
and valuable rather than depressing and
appalling. When I began to focus on the
many positive things in the story of the
Kaimanawas, I was rewarded with a flood
of contributions from the many people
who have spent some time getting to know
these fascinating horses and their world.

Wendy O’Malley
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Welfare Report

O

ver the last couple of months
KHH have picked up several
horses from the last, and earlier,
musters. We had expected this to happen,
because of us rehoming so many horses
from the musters. This is what we are
about and what we are here for; and we
urge people to get in touch with us if you
need help with your Kaimanawa or if you
would like to rehome your Kaimanawa.
We have a database of people looking for
Kaimanawas and we will be updating our
For Sale page. If you have a Kaimanawa
you would like to find a home for, please
send us all the information and photos for
our website. Equally, if you are looking to
buy a Kaimanawa, please get in touch and
let us know what you are looking for. We
will try to help.
KHH now has approximately twenty
Kaimanawas under our care, and a lot of

them will be with us for some time as they
need special care and handling before we
can rehome them.
We are desperately looking for sponsorship
and help with these horses. It costs KHH
a lot of money to pick up these horses (all
have needed to be travelled by stock truck),
take them to a safe place with experienced
people to help them, care for them, and
handle them. We need help with donations
of money, feed, wormers, etc., to look after
them while in our care.
We will be putting together photos and
profiles of each horse under our care. We
welcome you to get in touch if you would
like to sponsor one and receive updates
about them, and you would be welcome to
visit the horses.
On another note – please keep up a
strict worming programme for your
Kaimanawas. We have noticed most of

the horses we have picked up have been
full of worms. Also, if you have young
Kaimanawas under your care, make sure
they are getting the correct nutrition to
help them grow and mature. Kaimanawas
will keep growing and maturing until
around 6–years old. Please also get an
equine dentist to check the age of your
Kaimanawa before starting them under
saddle. KHH do not condone starting
horses under saddle before they are 3–years
old.
And lastly please keep sending us photos
and updates of your Kaimanawas. We
love to see them and hear how they are all
doing.

Michele Haultain

For Sale
Manu

Manu

18mth–2yo, EMH 13.2hh gelding
Just the most gorgeous pony. Manu is an absolute sweetheart. He’s
a sensitive little soul, but in time he will make a fantastic second
pony for a soft, show rider. This pony could go a very long way
in the show ring. He’s had a very good start and is ready to begin
an in-hand show career while he’s growing and maturing. He’s
very good to handle and take for walks up the road, but needs a
competent home where he’ll be kept as nice and soft to handle as
he is now. Manu is well worth investing in for the future. For sale
on behalf.

$1000
Muster: 2014
Location: Northland
Phone: 09–431–6111 / 021–738–346
Email: simone@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

Manu (right)
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Kelvin

2yo, 14hh, gelding
Kelvin is a 14hh, 2–year old gelding, and he definitely has lots more
growing to do. He is looking for a long term home where he will be
given the time to grow and mature before being ridden.
He is super cute, well handled, a pleasure to have around and loves
his carrots. Due to sad circumstances his owner gave him to us to
rehome and they would like to keep in touch with where he goes.
You would need to fill out our adoption form, provide references,
and have a property check done.

$500
Muster: 2014
Location: Waikato
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

Kelvin

KHH Barney
Gelding

Barney came into KHH care severely damaged. He has been with
us for over a year now and has made huge progress in this time. He
is becoming the sweet, lovable horse we know he is. He is an older
gelding from the 2012 muster.
In time Barney will be looking for the perfect home as a paddock
mate. He is just lovely to have around and to see his cheeky, lovable
nature coming out is very rewarding.
KHH are looking for sponsorship for Barney so we can continue
with his care and training until he is ready to be rehomed. You
would be welcome to visit Barney and would get regular updates.

Sponsorship
Muster: 2012
Location: Waikato
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

Shiloh

Barney

8yo, 14hh, Gelding
Shiloh is now under KHH care and receiving handling. It will be a
while before Shiloh is ready to go to a new home, so we are looking
for sponsorship to help pay for his care while with us. He is a very
shy boy and doesn’t quite trust humans yet – but we will get there.
If you are interested in sponsoring some of Shiloh’s care, you will
receive regular updates and photos. You would also be welcome to
visit Shiloh.

Sponsorship
Muster: 2014
Location: Waikato
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

KHH Lennox

Shiloh
KHH Lennox

13.2hh

Lennox is in the process of being handled, and he will be gelded
as soon as he’s handled enough to do so. He is currently grazing
with other stallions and geldings behind electric tape. Lennox is
estimated to be around 5—7years old. He’s needed a little longer
than some to settle in after the muster, but could well be something
quite special. More information to come on this one as we get to
know him and his education progresses. He has all the hallmarks of
an amazing games pony.

$900
Muster: 2014
Location: Northland
Phone: 09–431–6111 / 021–738–346
Email: simone@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org
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Bumble

10yo, 13hh, Gelding
We are looking for a special home as a paddock
companion. He is one of the last remaining Northern
Kaimanawas, so he is extra special.
He is well handled and a pleasure to have around – he
gets on well with everyone. He is based in Waiuku,
and we would like him to stay within the Auckland/
Waikato area and to keep in touch whereever he goes.
An adoption form will need to be filled out, and
property check done. There is no charges for Bumble,
but he must come back to KHH if you were no longer
able to keep him.

Permanent Loan
Muster: 2004
Location: Auckland
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

Bumble

Marika

Approx 14hh, Mare
Her age is unknown, we will find out when she sees the
dentist. A gorgeous mare who has foaled since the 2014
muster and is now just chilling with minimal handling,
while she cares for her foal.
She can either be rehomed when she has weaned her
foal, or they can go to a new home together.
We would really like sponsorship for this pair while
Markia and her foal are in KHH care. You would be
very welcome to visit them.

Sponsorship
Muster: 2014
Location: Auckland
Phone: 09–236–4115
Email: Elder@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

Marika

KHH Ozzy

3yo, 14.2hh, gelding
Ozzy is a liver Chestnut, 14.2hh, 3–year old gelding,
and he may grow some more. A great long term home
is wanted for Ozzy, under sad circumstances his owner
gave him up to us to rehome him. He is from the 2014
muster and is well handled, has worn a cover, and had
a rider sit on him – but is basically unbroken. If you
would like to take Ozzy on you would need to fill out
our adoption form, provide references, and have a
property check done.
His old owner would love to keep in touch.

$500
Muster: 2014
Location: Waikato
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org
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KHH Ozzy
KHH Ozzy

Princess
7yo 14.1hh mare
Princess is from the 2012 muster, and is
a rich red-bay with a TB build. Started
under saddle less than 12 months, going
nicely, but can be sensitive so needs an
experienced rider. Been used on farm for
pleasure riding, and also been out trekking
in large numbers. Calm ride, and goes
anywhere she is asked. Good to float,
truck, trim feet, etc. Very regretful sale to
the best of homes only. Price is negotiable,
home is not.

$2500
Phone: Tracey 06–374–0955
Email: davetrace@netspeed.net.nz

Star
2yo 13.2hh emh. filly
Star is out of a 2012 muster mare, and will
mature around 13.2hh. She is super quite,
and loves people. Been well handled, and
is easy to catch (she catches you), lead, tie,
trim feet, float, etc. Has had someone on
her back but not started under saddle yet,
but it won’t take much as she is so quiet.
Suitable for childs pony or as a harness
pony. Very, very special girl and will only
be sold to a special home.

$1000
Phone: Tracey 06–374–0955
Email: davetrace@netspeed.net.nz

Snippet and Rocket
These two yearlings are from the 2014
muster. Snippet is a tall red–bay filly with
a thin white snip down her face. Quite
athletic and very sensitive. Should mature
at least 14.2hh, and we expect she may
even reach 15hh.
Rocket is a mousey coloured bay gelding,
with a big white blaze and socks. Very pretty and nice natured – quite cuddly once
caught. Should mature around 13.3hh.
Both will be leading, tying, trimming feet,
and floating before leaving here.
We will have others available too, so please
contact me for information.

$700 each
Phone: Tracey 06–374–0955
Email: davetrace@netspeed.net.nz
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Teddy

5yo 13.3hh gelding
We require a gutsy kid to take on our
tough and talented Kaimaniwa pony.
Teddy is 13.3hh, 5yo, chestnut gelding,
with a striking white face and socks. He’s
clipped out, fit and ready to go.
His happy place is hacking and hunting.
Fantastic on roads. We took him to the
Waikato Hunt Club Pony Club open day
where he was an absolute star jumping all
spas beautifully. He was happy at the front
and at the back. The more exposure he gets
the better he will be and he really enjoyed
it. He is a very sure footed pony.
He has done a season of pony club but we

Desert Rose
5yo 14.1hh mare
Desert Rose is from the 2012 muster and
has a beautiful calm nature. Ridden and
started by a teenager and is easy to handle
in every way. She is great to catch, trim feet
(never had shoes on), tie, float, and truck
(used as buddy for newly mustered horses
to teach to float and truck).
A sensible calm mare ready to go on to the
next level. Has been trekked, and used on
the farm for pleasure riding. Has been to a
couple of mounted games clinics and also
been to a Steve Brady horsemanship clinic.
Had a little play over some jumps at home,
and has never refused anything put in front
of her, but not done a lot of jumping yet.
Not a beginners horse as is still learning
herself. Very, very regretful sale and must
go to the best of homes

$2500 o.n.o.
Phone: Tracey 06–374–0955
Email: davetrace@netspeed.net.nz
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felt that he found this a little boring and
he’d prefer to be out and about. He loves
the beach and is quite a brave pony.
He has been jumped to about 75/80cm
which he found easy.
He must go to an experienced home as he
does have character and isn’t afraid to push
the boundaries.
Our rider needs to move on to a pony
who is more of a schoolmaster in the
competition arena as this is what she would
like to pursue.

$2600
Contact: Sandra Adams
Phone: 027–218–2962
Email: sandraadams@xtra.co.nz

Page Title Here
SpiritRides
Quin

M

y first Kaimanawa, Waimamaku
Susi, was from the 1997 Muster.
Having been lightly handled,
Heike and Robin thought she’d make a
nice pony for me to sell on – but I ended
up owning this amazing mare for 14
years and breeding three foals including
the now very successful Prima Donna
Girl (Divinity). I also had the pleasure of
owning a gorgeous bay Kaimanawa, Soul,
from the 2007 Muster, whom I purchased

About a year ago I was on the look out for
a trekking pony and came across Quin,
a 10 year old chestnut gelding. Straight
away I knew he might need me more than
we needed him, so he came home with
us. Quin is from the 2004 Muster and
was only three months old but without
his dam. He is a very special gelding and I
know he is trying his absolute hardest for
me. Always thinking, never ‘programmed’,
but also always on alert and keen for his
schooled before coming to SpiritRides
there is a lot to learn for him, but I know
he understands very quickly and listens to
me and his riders all the time.
The children love him, and as a thank you
they are extremely patient and show him
lots of kindness. My biggest reward with
Quin, a shy and often worried horse, was
the first time he turned his head towards
me, not away, and asked for a rub. It is
such a little thing for your average horse,
but I know a huge one for a Kaimanawa.
That first time they let you know that they
trust you and want to be around you is
incredible, and I’m glad and grateful I kept
on learning and will continue to do so, so
I can keep on passing it on and helping
many horses along the way.

[Left–Right] Libby, Cyra, Milla, Eaddy, Emma, Ariana, and Giorgia
handled from my friend Sharon Limmer.
Unfortunately he left me challenged, and I
decided to find him another home. He was
one of the reasons I wanted to improve my
skills in working with these special horses,
and once I did, I felt it was time to pass on
my knowledge and passion.
Three years ago I started my riding
school, SpiritRides, between Hamilton
and Raglan. An opportunity for adults
returning to riding, or wanting that first
time experience. To my surprise they
sent me their children instead, and so I
ventured into camps, holiday programs,
pony parties, and ribbon days. Always
keeping in mind my own goal of being able
to understand more and wanting to take
responsibility for pretty much all aspects
of horse care. I taught myself to barefoot
trim, horse massage and communication,
saddle fitting, attended a horse dissection
clinic to understand more and better, read
many books, and asked for help. After
having ridden and owned horses all my
life, I realised it is a learning journey that
will never end, as it always leads you to
your next challenge.

next feed, which makes for an interesting
ride at times.
I also teach vaulting as I find it a great tool
for beginners to get used to a horse and
its movement, but without the pressure
of controlling it. A few months ago I
decided to try Quin out and he couldn’t
have been a better pick. As he was never

Stephanie Kennedy SpiritRides
www.facebook.com/pages/
SpiritRides/143076562449648
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Notices and Copyright

Share your Kaimanawa Story

To reach a Kaimanawa Heritage Horses representative in your area, please contact Leigh
Wills.

We are always looking to share
members’ stories of their time with their
Kaimanawas.

Kaimanawa Heritage Horses is part of the Brumby Alliance.
All information, stories, and photos in this magazine belong to Kaimanawa Heritage
Horses ©2014. Nothing from this magazine can be used, copied, or reproduced without
written permission from the Kaimanawa Heritage Horses Chairperson.
The views expressed in articles in this magazine are not necessarily those of the KHH
Committee.

If you have a story you would like to share,
please send it as plain text, with images as
large separate files, to the magazine editor
listed inside the front cover.
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